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CIXIN LIV is the most prolific and popular

| of

science fiction writer in the Peoples Republic

of China. Liu is a winner of the Hugo Awarc.

' an eight-time winner of the Galaxy Award (the
Chinese Hugo), and a winner of the Chinese
Nebula Award.

NEW YORK TIMES BEBTSELLING AUTHOR

\CIXI LIU

Transtated JOEBMARTINSEN

KEN LIU (translator) is a writer, lawyver. znd

computer programmer. His short story

Paper Menagerie” was the first work of fction

ever to sweep the Nebula, Hugo, and World

Fantasy Awards. He has written two nov

edited and translated the Chinese science fction
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anthologies Invisible Planets and Broken Stars.
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Top military project to
search ET

An alien civilization at brink of
destruction receives signal and plans
to invade earth...

They have three suns in their system,

WJ ore they o] E




The Madness Years

China, 1967

The Red Union had been attacking the headquarters of the April Twenty-
eighth Brigade for two days. Their red flags fluttered restlessly around
the brigade building like flames yearning for firewood.

The Red Union commander was anxious, though not because of
the defenders he faced. The more than two hundred Red Guards of the
April Twenty-eighth Brigade were mere greenhorns compared with the
veteran Red Guards of the Red Union, which was formed at the start of
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in early 1966. The Red Union
had been tempered by the tumultuous experience of revolutionary tours
around the country and seeing Chairman Mao in the great rallies in
Tiananmen Square.

But the commander was afraid of the dozen or so iron stoves inside
the building, filled with explosives and connected to each other by elec-
tric detonators. He couldn’t see them, but he could feel their presence
like iron sensing the pull of a nearby magnet. If a defender flipped the
switch, revolutionaries and counter-revolutionaries alike would all die in
one giant ball of fire.

And the young Red Guards of the April Twenty-eighth Brigade were
indeed capable of such madness. Compared with the weathered men
znd women of the first generation of Red Guards, the new rebels were a
pack of wolves on hot coals, crazier than crazy.
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Why start
with Ye
Wenjie?
Why change order of
chapters? Better

storytelling? Setup a
tone?
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Scar literature or literature of the
wounded (Chinese: fA/RX¥ ; pinyin:
shanghén wénxué) is a genre of
Chinese literature which emerged in
. the late 1970s during the "

- Boluan Fanzheng" period, soon after
¢ the death of Mao Zedong, portraying
.| the sufferings of cadres and
intellectuals during the experiences
. of the Cultural Revolution and the

. rule of the Gang of Four.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boluan_Fanzheng
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mao_Zedong
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_Revolution
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LIST OF CHARACTERS

Chinese names are written vith surname first.

Ye Zhetai
Shao Lin
Ye Wenjie
Ye Wenxue

Lei Zhicheng
Yang Weining

Yang Dong

Ding Yi
Wang Miao
Shi Qiang
Chang Weisi
Shen Yufei

Wei Cheng

The Ye Family
Physicist, professor at Tsinghua University
Physicist, Ye Zhetai’s wife
Astrophysicist, daughter of Ye Zhetai
Ye Wenijie’s sister, a Red Guard

Red Coast Base

Political commissar at Red Coast Base
Chief engineer at Red Coast Base, once a student
of Ye Zhetai

The Present
String theorist and daughter of Ye Wenjie and
Yang Weining
Theoretical physicist, Yang Dong’s boyfriend
Nanomaterials researcher
Police detective, nicknamed Da Shi
Majorgeneral of the People’s Liberation Army
Japanese physicist and member of the Frontiers of

Science
Math prodigy and recluse, Shen Yufei’s husband
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ORGANIZATIONS

ETO Barth-Trisolaris Organization
pDC  Planetary Defense Couneil
SFJC  Solar Fleet Joint Conference

CAST OF CHARACTERS

Chinese names are written with surname first.

LuoJi Astronomer and sociologist
Ye Wenjie ~Astrophysicist

Mike Evans ETO financial backer and key leader
Wa Yue Captain in the PLA Navy

hai  Political commissar in the PLA Navy; Space Force officer

Zhang Bei
Chanz Weisi General in the PLA; Space Force commander :
George Fitzroy  US general; coordinator at the Planetary Defense Council;

Zhang Yuanchao ccently retired chemical plant érke;.in Beijing
Yang Jinwen Reti acher in beyy)
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1 ] man, person; people
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4 [ XI] evening, night, dusk; slanted
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At Night, Questioning

Mystery sky, endless night.

Hatred bursts out to question devine.
She hopes to destroy tyrant
governance,

whiles her savior has no intentions.
Has she regretted her reckless
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Eliminate human

i tyranny!

The world belongs to
Trisoraris:
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Sunshine in winter,

Life is like white paper,

Her whole life is devoted into physics,

Yet there is no law in Quantum Mechanics,

In science, she loses faith,
In life, she chooses death.
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P58 (STRONG)

Kill and decide like live Yama,
Wisdom unparalleled ruthless role.

Does one thing come down to another?
The wicked have their own grind
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Her name implies “stretching out her

. wings in an attempt of flying up” which

is a symbol of traglc fate of a trapped
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Stretch out attempt to fly

Mythery life colder than ice,

To save her savior whole-heartedly,

Fall like a star even before her dream just
starts.



g _ A playboy with irrational life,
g 'LUO ]I i Discovered the truth of the universe is only by logic.
(iZ38) Logical Facing the wall with a sword for 60 years,
5 o ph ﬁ e The history of stone carvings writes legends.

E7s218 (Basic Axioms)
1. $7EEXEANE—FE o Survival is

primary need of civilization.

2. NMHEARBMGIY 3K - BFHEPHIYRS
E{RFEFFZ o Civilization continuously
grows and expands, but the total

atter in the universe remains

onstant.

utual ssured
estruction
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ZREHHMEN Dark Forest
Rule

RAME

Technological Explosion

Chains of
Suspicion
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Our Journey |s the oceans of stars...
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ZHANG BEIHAI
Most foresightful human




There is a fish in Beiming, and its hame
is Kun. Kun is so big, | don't know how
many thousands of miles it is. Turned
into a bird, its name is Peng. Peng's .
back, | don't know how many thousands gl
of miles it is, it flew in anger, and its
wings were like clouds hanging from
the sky. It is a bird, and the sea will
migrate to the Nanming.
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Lurking at bottom of BeiMing Ocean.
__q,:ggGreat expectation yields great
B expedition.

Hibernating for a hundred years just
waiting for the east wind.
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da One day, Giant Peng rises
| along with wind,
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How lucky is a girl with
heart of Virgin Mary,

If only she knew Trisolaris
has no heart.

Soft-minded leader cannot
be expected with great
responsibility,

And she is only good to
send earth memoir in
Drifting Bottle.
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Pinyin: ding € 5;.-- _'_ ~4. %\ ‘
English Definition: fo h‘%‘\*/ ‘*‘S‘f'-ﬁ % +XF ; fourth in order; letter "D" or roman "IV" in list "A,
B,C", or"l Il I"e ' ’J ‘ — ® | »int: 195°; butyl: cubes (of food); fourth of the ten
Heavenly Stems -’r Hl' " or roman “IV" in Ilst "A, B, C" or "l Il, III“ etc; ancient

Chinese compass ! ,..,- W,/ o~ d
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https://en.bab.la/dictionary/english-chinese/atom-smasher
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